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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural 

and human systems and how these systems interconnect with those in other 

parts of the world. Students will explore environmental, economic, and social 

geographic issues relating to topics such as transportation options, energy 

choices, and urban development. Students will apply the concepts of geographic 

thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to 



investigate various geographic issues and to develop possible approaches for 

making Canada a more sustainable place in which to live. 

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS 

Overall Curriculum Expectations 

A. Geographic Inquiry and Skill Development 

A1 
Geographic Inquiry: use the geographic inquiry process and the concepts 
of geographic thinking when investigating issues relating to Canadian 
geography 

A2 

Developing Transferable Skills: apply in everyday contexts skills, including 
spatial technology skills, developed through the investigation of Canadian 
geography, and identify some careers in which a background in geography 
might be an asset 

B. Interactions in the Physical Environment 

B1 
The Physical Environment and Human Activities: analyse various 
interactions between physical processes, phenomena, and events and 
human activities in Canada 

B2 

Interrelationships between Physical Systems, Processes, and Events: 
analyse characteristics of various physical processes, phenomena, and 
events affecting Canada and their interrelationship with global physical 
systems 

B3 

The Characteristics of Canada’s Natural Environment: describe various 
characteristics of the natural environment and the spatial distribution of 
physical features in Canada, and explain the role of physical processes, 
phenomena, and events in shaping them 

C. Managing Canada’s Resources and Industries 

C1 
The Sustainability of Resources: analyse impacts of resource policy, 
resource management, and consumer choices on resource sustainability in 
Canada 

C2 
The Development of Resources: analyse issues related to the distribution, 
availability, and development of natural resources in Canada from a 
geographic perspective 

C3 

Industries and Economic Development: assess the relative importance of 
different industrial sectors to the Canadian economy and Canada’s place in 
the global economy, and analyse factors that influence the location of 
industries in these sectors 



D. Changing Populations 

D1 
Population Issues: analyse selected national and global population issues 
and their implications for Canada 

D2 
Immigration and Cultural Diversity: describe the diversity of Canada’s 
population, and assess some social, economic, political, and environmental 
implications of immigration and diversity for Canada 

D3 
Demographic Patterns and Trends: analyse patterns of population 
settlement and various demographic characteristics of the Canadian 
population 

E. Liveable Communities 

E1 
The Sustainability of Human Systems: analyse issues relating to the 
sustainability of human systems in Canada 

E2 Impacts of Urban Growth: analyse impacts of urban growth in Canada 

E3 
Characteristics of Land Use in Canada: analyse characteristics of land use 
in various Canadian communities, and explain how some factors influence 
land-use patterns 

 

Outline of Course Content 

Unit One – Geographic Inquiry and Skill Development (20 hours - Ongoing) 

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours)        

In this unit students will learn about the study of geography and the geographic 

concepts. Students will analyze the world through the geographic concepts. Students 

will also learn how to read a map and the features of a mapping tool. In this unit 

students will be introduced to the field on geography and will further enhance their 

learning in the following units.                        

Unit Two: Interactions in the Physical Environment (20 hours)     

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

Students will learn about the physical features of the environment. They will explore 

how humans affect the physical and natural environment. Students will also learn how 

the environment affects the lives of humans and plays an important role on how they 



live. Students will learn how various natural processes and environmental issues 

shape the physical features of the earth.   

Unit Three: Managing Canada's Resources and Industries (25 hours) 

(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 

In this unit students will explore Canada's natural resources and how they are used. 

Students will explore the ways the resources are used and how it impacts the future of 

Canada. They will investigate the scarcity and need of essential natural resources 

within Canada and around the world.  

Unit Four: Changing Populations (20 hours) 

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

This unit will focus on global and Canadian population trends and how it affects 

Canada and the World. Students will learn about the benefits and challenges of 

immigration within Canada. Students will learn about how the world population is 

changing and the effects it has on the world around us. 

Unit Five: Liveable Communities/Sustainability (18 hours) 

(Online components: 13 hours; Offline components: 5 hours) 

Students will learn about what makes a community and country livable. They will 

investigate the essential necessities of life required to live in a community. They will 

also learn the role people play in maintaining and sustaining the world we live in. 

 

Assessment and Evaluation 

The assessment techniques used in this course are diagnostic, formative, and 

summative.  Their purpose is to gauge prior knowledge, on-going learning, and 

the extent to which the instructional strategies have been successful in 

facilitating the acquisition of the skills described in the Ministry of Education’s 

curriculum expectations for each unit.  Assessment tools include but are not 

limited to: 



Group and individual presentations; essays and research reports; quizzes and 

written tests; journals; self- / peer evaluation; student-teacher conferences; 

formal/informal teacher observation and on-going verbal feedback; oral 

presentations; role-plays; checklists; marking schemes; rating scales; rubrics; 

anecdotal comments; portfolio presentation; novel studies; visual essays; 

debates, online posters, blogs and more. 

70 per cent of the grade will be based on formative assessments and 

evaluations conducted throughout the course. 

30 per cent of the grade will be based on a summative evaluation in the form of 

a final examination, performance, essay, or other type of culminating 

assignment which the teacher deems appropriate given the themes of the 

course. 

Tests                                                             30 % 

Major Assignments –Presentations      40 % 

and Seminars 

Culminating Activity                          15 % 

Exam                                                             15 % 

Assessment For Learning (Growing Success) will implement the use of diagnostic 

assessments to determine the students’ readiness skills for the ensuing lessons 

and skills required.  Formative assessments will take place in an ongoing and 

frequent manner to assure students’ are acquiring and practicing skills. 

Assessment As Learning (Growing Success) will be monitored to ascertain that 

students’ are developing the ability to self-correct and to determine individual 

skills that are required for success and in determining individual learning styles. 

Assessment of Learning (Growing Success) will be done upon completion of the 

course to convey the success of the students’ achievement of the content and 

concepts learned. 



Teaching/Learning Strategies 

• Brainstorming 

• Teacher read-alouds 

• Direct teaching/Socratic method 

• Graphic organizers 

• Think/pair/share 

• Worksheets 

• Viewing and responding to advertisements and videos 

• Questionnaires 

• Oral presentations 

• Independent and group research projects 

• Self- and peer assessment 

• Silent reading 

• Note-taking 

• Directed reading 

• Self- and peer editing 

• Report writing 

• Summarizing 

• Debating 

 

Resources 

- Power points 
- Various articles 
- Documentaries/ Interviews 
- Various Youtube videos 
- Variety of Organizers 
- Worksheets 

 


