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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
The world’s population is growing, it is moving and intermixing, and it is 

increasingly found in cities. This course explores these changes and the 

challenges that come with them. It investigates the forces that are shaping the 



world’s communities, the patterns of interaction between them, the quality of 

life within them, and their impact on the world around them. Students will 

apply the concepts of geographic thinking, the geographic inquiry process, and 

spatial skills and technologies as they investigate issues related to population 

change and urban life and propose ways of enhancing the sustainability of 

communities around the world. 

 

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS 

Geographic Inquiry and Skill Development 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. A1.Geographic Inquiry: use the geographic inquiry process and the 

concepts of geographic thinking when investigating issues affecting 

ecumenes  

2. A2.Developing Transferable Skills: apply in everyday contexts skills, 

including spatial skills, developed through geographical investigation, and 

identify careers in which a background in geography would be an asset  

 

Spatial Organization of Ecumenes 

1. B1. Increasing Liveability: assess the liveability of ecumenes in Canada 

and other parts of the world, and analyse factors that influence liveability 

(FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; Patterns and Trends) 

2. B2.Processes that Shape Ecumenes: describe interrelationships between 

the environmental, social, economic, and political processes that shape 

ecumenes (FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; Interrelationships)  

3. B3.Understanding Ecumenes: describe the spatial distribution of land use 

in human settlements according to selected theories (FOCUS ON: Patterns 

and Trends; Interrelationships) 

 

 

 



Sustainability and Stewardship   

1. C1.Working towards Sustainability: analyse impacts of human activity and 

human settlements on the environment, and assess the effectiveness of 

solutions to these impacts in selected ecumenes (FOCUS ON: Spatial 

Significance; Geographic Perspective) 

2. C2. Stewardship: assess ways in which stewardship practices can 

contribute to the sustainability of human settlements (FOCUS ON: 

Interrelationships; Geographic Perspective) 

3. C3. Modifying the Environment: describe ways in which human societies 

modify their local environments in order to meet economic, social, 

political, and other needs, and assess the effects of these modifications 

on sustainability (FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; Geographic Perspective) 

 

Systems: Interdependence of Ecumenes 

1. D1.Policies and Change: analyse impacts of public opinion and policy on 

interactions within and between ecumenes (FOCUS ON: Patterns and 

Trends; Interrelationships) 

2. D2.Population Change and Migration: analyse impacts of population 

change and migration on the social characteristics and built environment 

of cities (FOCUS ON: Patterns and Trends; Interrelationships) 

3. D3.Challenges of Interdependence: analyse the effects of international 

assistance and formal and informal international economic activity on 

quality of life in developed and developing countries (FOCUS ON: 

Interrelationships; Geographic Perspective) 

 

Changing Ecumenes 

1. E1.Quality of Urban Life: analyse interrelationships between urban 

environments and quality of life (FOCUS ON: Spatial Significance; 

Interrelationships) 

2. E2.Analysis of Solutions: assess from a geographic perspective the 

effectiveness of solutions to issues affecting the built environment 

(FOCUS ON: Interrelationships; Geographic Perspective) 

 



Outline of Course Content 

Unit One – Geographic Inquiry and Skill Development(Ongoing) 18 Hours                                    

(Online components: 12 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

 

Students will expand their understanding of the study of geography. This unit is 

meant to lay down the foundation for the rest of the course as students will be 

required to view the course material through the different geographical 

perspectives and concepts. Students will be introduced to the study of 

geography, mapping and research tools, geographical perspectives and various 

concepts. This Unit is ongoing as students will apply knowledge and skills gained 

to other contexts and concepts in the other units.  

  

Unit Two – Spatial Organization of Ecumenes    20 Hours 

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

 

In this unit students will learn about ecumenes. Students will learn about 
various factors and causes that contribute to the creation and inhabitation of 
ecumenes. Students will analyze and explore liveable communities. Students 
will explore local, national and international factors that contribute to the 
growth and development of communities. Students will explore a variety of 
land use patterns and trends of human settlement and communities.  Students 
will learn about various reason and factors people choose to live in certain 
places.  

Unit Three -  Sustainability and Stewardship     20 Hours 

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

 

This unit will focus on the human impact on the environment and ecumenes 

they settle in.   Students will explore the political, environmental, economic and 

social consequences of human inhabitant on the environment and communities 

they live in. Students will also learn about how the government and individuals 

work to maintain the growth and development of communities.   

 



Unit Four :Interdependence: Living in a Global Society         20 hours 

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

 

This unit will focus on global population trends and the effects it has on various 

ecumenes around the world. Students will learn about various issues affecting 

communities and the way global communities can work together to address 

these issues. Students will  learn about the importance of  interdependence and 

collaboration of cities and countries around the world. 

 

Unit Five: Changing Ecumenes                                                          20 hours 

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

The quality of life can vary greatly from one region to another. Students will 

analyze and explore the relationship between the quality of human life and the 

environments they inhabit. Students will explore various issues affecting human 

life and the environment. They will learn about and discover possible solutions 

to improve human life and the living condition. 

 

Unit Six – Independent Study Unit                            12 hours 

(Online components: 8 hours; Offline components: 4 hours) 

 

This last unit will allow students the flexibility to choose any topic within 
geography and world issues studies that they are interested in. For the ISU, 
students will have to conduct independent research on their topic, collect and 
analyze data as well as present a polished report of their findings. 
 

Assessment and Evaluation 

The assessment techniques used in this course are diagnostic, formative, and 

summative.  Their purpose is to gauge prior knowledge, on-going learning, and 

the extent to which the instructional strategies have been successful in 

facilitating the acquisition of the skills described in the Ministry of Education’s 

curriculum expectations for each unit.  Assessment tools include but are not 

limited to: 



Group and individual presentations; essays and research reports; quizzes and 

written tests; journals; self- / peer evaluation; student-teacher conferences; 

formal/informal teacher observation and on-going verbal feedback; oral 

presentations; role-plays; checklists; marking schemes; rating scales; rubrics; 

anecdotal comments; portfolio presentation; novel studies; visual essays; 

debates, online posters, blogs and more. 

70 per cent of the grade will be based on formative assessments and 

evaluations conducted throughout the course. 

30 per cent of the grade will be based on a summative evaluation in the form of 

a final examination, performance, essay, or other type of culminating 

assignment which the teacher deems appropriate given the themes of the 

course. 

Tests                                                               20 % 

Major Assignments –Presentations & Seminars 50 % 

Independent Assignment                           15 % 

Exam                                                               15 % 

Assessment For Learning (Growing Success) will implement the use of diagnostic 

assessments to determine the students’ readiness skills for the ensuing lessons 

and skills required.  Formative assessments will take place in an ongoing and 

frequent manner to assure students’ are acquiring and practicing skills. 

Assessment As Learning (Growing Success) will be monitored to ascertain that 

students’ are developing the ability to self-correct and to determine individual 

skills that are required for success and in determining individual learning styles. 

Assessment of Learning (Growing Success) will be done upon completion of the 

course to convey the success of the students’ achievement of the content and 

concepts learned. 

 



Teaching/Learning Strategies 

• Brainstorming 

• Teacher read-alouds 

• Direct teaching/Socratic method 

• Graphic organizers 

• Think/pair/share 

• Worksheets 

• Viewing and responding to advertisements and videos 

• Questionnaires 

• Oral presentations 

• Independent and group research projects 

• Self- and peer assessment 

• Silent reading 

• Note-taking 

• Directed reading 

• Self- and peer editing 

• Report writing 

• Summarizing 

• Debating 
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