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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, 

and media literacy skills that students need for success in their secondary school 

academic programs and in their daily lives. Students will analyze literary texts 



from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic 

texts, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An 

important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to effective 

communication. The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 

academic English course, which leads to university or college preparation 

courses in Grades 11 and 12. (English, The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10, 

2007). (Revised) 

Overview of the Course 

Strands Overall Expectation 

Oral Communication A.1. Listening to Understand: listen in order to 

understand and respond appropriately in a variety of 

situations for a variety of purposes 

A. 2. Speaking to Communicate: use speaking skills and 

strategies appropriately to communicate with different 

audiences for a variety of purposes; 

A.3. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and 

identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas 

for improvement, and the strategies they found most 

helpful in oral communication situations. 

Reading and 

Literature studies 

B.1. Reading for Meaning: read and demonstrate an 

understanding of a variety of literary, informational, and 

graphic texts, using a range of strategies to construct 

meaning; 

B.2. Understanding Form and Style: recognize a variety of 

text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and 

demonstrate understanding of how they help 

communicate meaning; 



B.3. Reading With Fluency: use knowledge of words and 

cueing systems to read fluently; 

B.4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and 

identify their strengths as readers, areas for 

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful 

before, during, and after reading. 

Writing C.1.Developing and Organizing Content: generate, 

gather, and organize ideas and information to write for 

an intended purpose and audience; 

C.2.Using Knowledge of Form and Style: draft and revise 

their writing, using a variety of literary, informational, 

and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for 

the purpose and audience; 

C.3.Applying Knowledge of Conventions: use editing, 

proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and 

knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, 

refine expression, and present their work effectively; 

C.4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and 

identify their strengths as writers, areas for 

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful 

at different stages in the writing process. 

Media Studies D.1. Developing and Organizing Content: generate, 

gather, and organize ideas and information to write for 

an intended purpose and audience; 

D.2. Using Knowledge of Form and Style: draft and revise 

their writing, using a variety of literary, informational, 

and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for 



the purpose and audience; 

D.3. Applying Knowledge of Conventions: use editing, 

proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and 

knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, 

refine expression, and present their work effectively; 

D.4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and 

identify their strengths as writers, areas for 

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful 

at different stages in the writing process. 

(Ontario Ministry of Education, 2007) 

 
 

Outline of Course Content 

Unit One – Short Stories             25 hours 
(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 
 

Students will apply a variety of strategies to read, understand, and interpret 

short stories and develop an understanding of the conventions and literary 

elements involved. Lessons will emphasize appropriate strategies at all stages of 

the reading process as students learn the basic elements of shorts stories. This 

unit will include an introduction to the writing process and effective paragraph 

writing. Students will demonstrate their understanding through personal 

reflection, daily participation, creative writing, class discussions, daily reading 

and group work.  

 

Unit Two – Essay Writing       15 hours 
(Online components: 10 hours; Offline components: 5 hours) 
 

Students will be taught the elements of a five-paragraph essay, and the 

necessary elements and conventions required to produce a successful essay. 

Students will build upon the knowledge taught to them in the previous unit, to 



produce comprehensive essays. Students will demonstrate their understanding 

through daily participation, writing and class discussions.  

 

Unit Three – Novel Study        25 hours 
(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 
 

Student will be given the opportunity to examine the novel critically within the 
context of their own lives by exploring values and related issues in the novel. 
The teacher will assist the students by providing activities that facilitate the 
exploration though group discussion, debate, presentations, and creative 
extension activities. The exploration will permit the students to examine their 
own lives in light of religious values. 
 
 Unit Four – Drama        25 hours 
(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 
 

Student will be introduced to William Shakespeare, and the Elizabethan era. 

They will explore and learn about the social, cultural and political society of the 

time. Students will demonstrate their understanding through reading, 

discussing, and analyzing the text, as well as through various creative activities, 

creative writing, and visual representations. 

 

Unit Five – Media             20 hours 
(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 
 

The media focus in this course will be on print media such as newspapers and 

magazines, and will include a study of nature of advertising in these media. As 

well, 5 “Ws” of journalism will be studied and practiced. 

 

Assessment and Evaluation 

The assessment techniques used in this course are diagnostic, formative, and 

summative.  Their purpose is to gauge prior knowledge, on-going learning, and 

the extent to which the instructional strategies have been successful in 

facilitating the acquisition of the skills described in the Ministry of Education’s 



curriculum expectations for each unit.  Assessment tools include but are not 

limited to: 

Group and individual presentations; essays and research reports; quizzes and 

written tests; journals; self- / peer evaluation; student-teacher conferences; 

formal/informal teacher observation and on-going verbal feedback; oral 

presentations; role-plays; checklists; marking schemes; rating scales; rubrics; 

anecdotal comments; portfolio presentation; novel studies; visual essays; 

debates, online posters, blogs and more. 

70 per cent of the grade will be based on formative assessments and 

evaluations conducted throughout the course. 

30 per cent of the grade will be based on a summative evaluation in the form of 

a final examination, performance, essay, or other type of culminating 

assignment which the teacher deems appropriate given the themes of the 

course. 

Tests                                                             30 % 

Major Assignments –Presentations      40 % 
and Seminars 
Independent Assignment                         15 % 

Exam                                                             15 % 
 
Assessment For Learning (Growing Success) will implement the use of diagnostic 
assessments to determine the students’ readiness skills for the ensuing lessons 
and skills required.  Formative assessments will take place in an ongoing and 
frequent manner to assure students’ are acquiring and practicing skills. 

Assessment As Learning (Growing Success) will be monitored to ascertain that 

students’ are developing the ability to self-correct and to determine individual 

skills that are required for success and in determining individual learning styles. 

Assessment of Learning (Growing Success) will be done upon completion of the 
course to convey the success of the students’ achievement of the content and 
concepts learned. 



 
Teaching/Learning Strategies 

• Brainstorming 

• Teacher read-alouds 

• Direct teaching/Socratic method 

• Graphic organizers 

• Think/pair/share 

• Worksheets 

• Viewing and responding to advertisements and videos 

• Questionnaires 

• Oral presentations 

• Independent and group research projects 

• Self- and peer assessment 

• Silent reading 

• Note-taking 

• Directed reading 

• Self and peer editing 

• Report writing 
• Debating 

 

Course Materials & Resources 

- Books 

o Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

o To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

o Taming of the Shrew // Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

o Short Story Collection 

- Power points 

- Various articles 

- Documentaries/ Interviews 

- Variety of Organizers 


