
 

 Canadian Advanced Senior High 
 

Department:        English and ESL 

Course Development Date:            November 2017 

Course   Title:     ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE,    

      Level 1 

Grade:     N/A 

Course  Type:    Open 

Ministry Course Code:                           ESLAO 

Credit Value:                                            1.00 

Hours:                                                        110 

Ministry Curriculum Policy                   The Ontario Curriculum  Grades 9 – 12 ESL  

and ELD, Revised 2007 

Prerequisite     No pre-requisites 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course builds on students’ previous education and language knowledge to 
introduce them to the English language and help them adjust to the diversity in 
their new environment. Students will use beginning English language skills in 



listening, speaking, reading, and writing for everyday and essential academic 
purposes. They will engage in short conversations using basic English language 
structures and simple sentence patterns; read short adapted texts; and write 
phrases and short sentences. The course also provides students with the 
knowledge and skills they need to begin to adapt to their new lives in Canada. 
 

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS 

Listening and Speaking 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Demonstrate the ability to understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken 

English for a variety of purposes; 

2. Use speaking skills and strategies to communicate in English for a variety 

of classroom and social purposes; 

3. Us correctly the language structures appropriate for this level to 

communicate orally in English. 

Reading Skills 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Read and demonstrate understanding of a variety of texts for different 

purposes: 

2. Use a variety of reading strategies throughout the reading process to 

extract meaning from texts; 

3. Use a variety of strategies to build vocabulary; 

4. Locate and extract relevant information from written and graphic texts 

for a variety of purposes. 

Writing Skills 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Write in a variety of forms for different purposes and audiences; 



2. Organize ideas coherently in writing; 

3. Use correctly the conventions of written English appropriate for this level, 

including grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; 

4. Use the stages of the writing process. 

Socio-Cultural Competence and Media Literacy 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Use English and non-verbal communication strategies appropriately in a 

variety of social contexts; 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of 

Canadian citizenship, and of the contributions of diverse groups to 

Canadian society; 

3. Demonstrate knowledge of and adaptation to the Ontario Education 

system; 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of interpret, and create a variety of media 

texts. 

Outline of Course Content 

Unit One – Back to basics!                                                                          - 25 hours 

(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 

 

This unit will focus on the fundaments of English. Students will review basics 

such as alphabet, numbers, parts of speech and sentences structure. The main 

focus of this unit will be to improve the vocabulary of the student. From here, 

students will also take part in various reading, writing and listening activities. In 

this unit students will adopt reading, writing, listening and speaking strategies 

to help them in the future. 

 

Unit 2: Oh Canada!                15 hours 

(Online components: 10 hours; Offline components: 5 hours) 



Students will develop an understanding and knowledge of the different regions 

of Canada with respect to the geography, industry, agriculture, culture and 

social demographics . 

Students will learn about  the  functions  of government at the municipal, 

provincial and federal levels with an understanding of the electoral process, the 

various political parties and the elements of Canadian citizenship. Emphasis will 

also be placed on Canada’s Rights and Freedoms in relation to other countries. 

Unit Three- Short Stories/Folk Tales –                                                        20 hours 

(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

 

Students will read, analyze and interpret short stories/folk tales that reflect the 

diverse culture in Canada; as well as, those that reflect the history of our 

country from region to region. 

Stories that reflect achievements of various Canadians will also be used to 

develop an understanding of the contribution of Canadians to each other and 

the world. 

Students will be expected to identify the main idea, to develop vocabulary and 

to compose well constructed paragraphs using appropriate  writing  structures  

to express their view.  

Unit Four – Reading For Information –                                                       25 hours 

(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 

 

Students will learn to read a variety of texts such as magazines, newspapers and 

other articles for information and understanding.   They will learn to  identify 

the characteristics of various text forms and to develop and  to express their 

opinions verbally and in a written format.  They will learn to sequence 

information and become familiar with the 5W’s of newspaper articles. 

Comparative analysis of magazines,  newspapers and other written forms with 

attention to information in the form of tables, charts, diagrams, maps etc will be 

addressed. 



Unit Five -  Independent study –                                                                    25 hours 

(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 

 

Students’ will analyze a Canadian issue and how it has impacted another 

country. The comparison will include perceived interests of each country.  This 

will allow students to develop a deeper understanding of globalization and they 

role politics play in the everyday experiences of a country’s citizens.  

Identification of material with setting, and mood will be essential and involve 

some research as to the social and political environment at that time. 

Assessment and Evaluation 

• Informal assessment of student participation in class activities and 

discussions 

• Personal journal writing ( see checklist) 

• Formative assessments to determine skills required for assignment 

• Summative assessments on knowledge acquired through tests 

• Content and completion of writing activities eg. Reports 

• Rubrics 

Seventy percent of the final grade will be based upon a variety of assessment 

techniques (listed above). They will be gathered throughout the term. The 

remaining thirty percent will consist of either a final exam or a culminating 

activity that will assess the overall expectations of the course. 

Percentage of Final MarkCategories of Mark Breakdown 

70 %     Term Work 

30 %     Final Exam /  Independent Study 

 

Assessment As Learning (Growing Success)  will implement the use of diagnostic 

assessments to determine the students’ readiness skills for the ensuing lessons.  

Formative assessments will take place in an ongoing and frequent manner to 

assure students’ are acquiring and practicing skills. 

 



Assessment  For  Learning (Growing Success) will be monitored to ascertain that 

students” are developing the ability to self-correct and to determine individual 

skills that are required for success and in determining individual learning styles 

and strengths. 

 

Assessment of Learning (Growing Success) will be a measure of the achievement 

level of each student upon completion of the course. This will be comprised of a 

summative form(s) of evaluation to determine levels of success. 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 

• Brainstorming 

• Discussion 

• Oral explanation/discussion 

• Problem solving 

• Assignments 

• Computer-assisted learning 

• Research 

• Self-assessment 

• Rubrics 

• Reading a variety of text materials 

• Establishing working vocabulary lists 

• Establishing facts vs. opinions 

 
Resources: 
 
Newspapers: The Globe and Mail; The Toronto Star; The National Post; 
The Toronto Sun etc. 
Penguin Readers – variety of levelled readers 
Crossroads (1999): On the Sidewalk Bleeding – Evan Hunter  
Owl Moon by Jane Yolen (2006)  
Various songs 
Discover Canada – The rights and responsibilities of Citizenship 2011 


