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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course prepares students to use English with increasing fluency and 

accuracy in classroom and social situations and to participate in Canadian 

society as informed citizens.  Students will develop the oral-presentation, 



reading, and writing skills required for success in all school subjects.  They will 

extend listening and speaking skills through participation in discussions and 

seminars; study and interpret a variety of grade-level texts; write narratives, 

articles, and summaries in English; and respond critically to a variety of print 

and media texts. 

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS 

Listening and Speaking 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Demonstrate the ability to understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken 

English for a variety of purposes; 

2. Use speaking skills and strategies to communicate in English for a variety 

of classroom and social purposes; 

3. Use correctly the language structures appropriate for this level to 

communicate orally in English. 

Reading Skills 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Read and demonstrate understanding of a variety of texts for different 

purposes; 

2. Use a variety of reading strategies throughout the reading process to 

extract meaning from texts; 

3. Use a variety of strategies to build vocabulary; 

4. Locate and extract relevant information from written and graphic texts 

for a variety of purposes. 

Writing Skills 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Write in a variety of forms for different purposes and audiences; 



2. Organize ideas coherently in writing; 

3. Use correctly the conventions of written English appropriate for this level, 

including grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; 

4. Use the stages of the writing process. 

Socio-Cultural Competence and Media Literacy 

By the end of this course, students will: 

1. Use English and non-verbal communication strategies appropriately in a 

variety of social contexts; 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of 

Canadian citizenship, and of the contributions of diverse groups to 

Canadian society; 

3. Demonstrate knowledge of and adaptation to the Ontario Education 

system; 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of interpret, and create a variety of media 

texts. 

Outline of Course Content 

Course Outline 
Unit 1 – Novel Study         30 hours 

(Online components: 21 hours; Offline components: 9 hours) 

This unit will be broken down into 4 parts throughout the term, as it is a longer text, students 

will require more time to get through the novel and make meaningful connections. This term 

the students will be reading the novel, The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. Students will 

be addressing different areas of a novel study such as plot, setting, characters, conflicts and 

themes. Throughout this novel study students will participate in live reading, discussion 

questions, chapter quizzes and group discussions of the text. For a culminating activity 

students will be required to write a comparative essay comparing novel The Hunger Games 

and the film Divergent. 

Unit 2 – Making a Difference       20 Hours 
(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

Students will read a variety of essays, short stories, poems, news stories etc, as well as watch 
a variety of short video clips in order to understand issues facing their generation and the 



world. During this unit, students will be asked to look at their position in the world and how 
they can make a difference. Being a first world country, Canada has many opportunities to 
help people around the world who are struggling with poverty, famine and disease. For a 
final culminating activity, students will be required to choose a Canadian organization that is 
making a difference in the world and create a display board for the class. We will have a 
gallery showing for each of these organizations and each student will have a chance to 
present their organization to the class. 
 

Unit 3 – First Nations/First Cultures/First Stories    25 Hours 
(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 

Bridging off of unit 2, students will look deeper into the issues that are happening closer to 
home. Understanding Canadian history and the people who make up Canada is important for 
new comers. Throughout this unit we will be reading selected texts from the First Nations 
book Voices Past and Present and analyzing the history of treatment of First Nations people 
in Canada. Also as part of this unit students will take a deeper look at Canadian Human Rights 
and social injustice within Ontario. For a final assessment students will be required to create 
an oral report describing an incident in history.  
  

Unit 4 – Myths, Legends and Folktales     20 hours 
(Online components: 14 hours; Offline components: 6 hours) 

Throughout this unit students will read a variety of myths, legends and folktales including 

Little Red Riding Hood, Theseus and the Minotaur and The Lady of Vann Lake. Students will 

examine the similarities and differences between these three and will be required to practice 

their comparative writing skills in order to prepare for the comparative essay for their novel 

study. For their final culminating task, students will be required to create their own myth, 

legend or folktale. 

Unit 5 – Independent Study Unit     15 hours 
(Online components: 10 hours; Offline components: 5 hours) 

For the independent study unit students will be required to choose a Canadian topic from a 

list of options or choose their own to use as an educational tool for the class. They must cover 

a topic that was not taught in detail in the classroom. This ISU will help to broaden their 

understanding of Canadian culture and the issues that everyday Canadians face.  

Assessment and Evaluation 

The assessment techniques used in this course are diagnostic, formative, and 

summative.  Their purpose is to gauge prior knowledge, on-going learning, and 

the extent to which the instructional strategies have been successful in 



facilitating the acquisition of the skills described in the Ministry of Education’s 

curriculum expectations for each unit.  Assessment tools include but are not 

limited to: 

Group and individual presentations; essays and research reports; quizzes and 

written tests; journals; self- / peer evaluation; student-teacher conferences; 

formal/informal teacher observation and on-going verbal feedback; oral 

presentations; role-plays; wiki entries, checklists; marking schemes; rating 

scales; rubrics; anecdotal comments; portfolio presentation; novel studies; 

visual essays, online posters, blogs and more 

70 per cent of the grade will be based on formative assessments and 

evaluations conducted throughout the course. 

30 per cent of the grade will be based on a summative evaluation in the form of 

a final examination and another type of culminating assignment which the 

teacher deems appropriate given the themes of the course. 

Tests and Quizzes                                       20 % 

Major Assignments – Poetry/Novel       50 % 

Independent Study                            15 % 

Exam                                                             15 % 

Assessment For Learning (Growing Success) will implement the use of diagnostic 

assessments to determine the students’ readiness skills for the ensuing lessons 

and skills required.  Formative assessments will take place in an ongoing and 

frequent manner to assure students’ are acquiring and practicing skills. 

Assessment As Learning (Growing Success) will be monitored to ascertain that 

students’ are developing the ability to self-correct and to determine individual 

skills that are required for success and in determining individual learning styles. 



Assessment of Learning (Growing Success) will be done upon completion of the 

course to convey the success of the students’ achievement of the content and 

concepts learned. 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 

• Brainstorming 

• Webbing 

• Reflective journals 

• Process writing 

• Essays 

• Jigsaws 

• Cooperative learning groups 

• Teacher read-alouds 

• Direct teaching/Socratic method 

• Graphic organizers 

• Think/pair/share 

• Worksheets 

• Viewing and responding to advertisements and videos 

• Questionnaires 

• Oral presentations 

• Internet searches 

• Independent and group research projects 

• Role playing 

• Self- and peer assessment 

• Dramatizations 

• Book Reports 

• Silent reading 

• Note-taking 

• Directed reading 

• Self- and peer editing 

• Report writing 

• Summarizing 

• Debating 
 

 



Resources 

Unit 1: 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins  
Hunger Games Teaching Guide  
Spark Notes: Hunger Games  
 
Unit 2:  
 
United Nations: Orange Day 
http://www.un.org/en/women/endviolence/orangeday.shtml  
 
Unit 3:   
Finding Dawn Documentary – 2006 
https://vimeo.com/123515554  
 
What in the World? By LesPlan 2015-2016 Issue 1 
Activity: Bringing Indigenous Languages Back to Life 
 
Unit 4:  
Stories: Hercules (Greek Myth), Theseus and the Minotaur (Greek Myth), Hua 
Mulan (Chinese Folktale), Little Red Riding Hood (Folktale). 
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