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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing. 
Students will analyse models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to 
produce a range of works; identify and use techniques required for specialized 
forms of writing; and identify effective ways to improve the quality of their 



writing. They will also complete a major paper as part of a creative or analytical 
independent study project and investigate opportunities for publication and for 
writing careers. 
 

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS 

Investigative Writing 

• Writing, Writers, and the Writing Life: demonstrate an understanding of 

writing as an art, a craft, and a career as they explore the work of a 

variety of Canadian and international writers 

Practicing Writing 

• Exploring Ideas, Forms, and Styles: generate and experiment with ideas 
about writing content, forms, and styles. 

• Drafting and Revising: organize, draft, and revise their writing, employing 
forms and stylistic elements appropriate for their purpose and audience. 

• Editing, Proofreading, and Publishing: use editing, proofreading, and 
publishing skills and strategies to refine and polish their work 

• Collaborative Writing: collaborate in the writing process with peers by 
generating ideas, responding to peers’ work, and assessing peers’ work in 
a workshop setting. 

Reflecting on Writing  

• Metacognition: identify their strengths as writers and areas where they 
could improve, and assess the growth and development of their own 
writing style. 

 

Outline of Course Content 

Unit 1 – Foundations of Writing (ongoing)                                              25 hours 

(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 

 

The start of this course will focus on the foundations of writing for all types and 
genres of writing. Students will be reminded of the importance of writing and 



freedom of speech through writing. During the foundations unit students will 
cover topics such as perspective, audience, point of view, literary devices and 
proofreading. Although this is the first unit of this course, many of these topics 
will be returned to and practiced throughout the course.  
 
Unit 2 – Non-Fiction                                                                                     25 hours 
(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 
 

For this unit students will read and write pieces of non-fiction writing such as 
journal articles, news articles, diaries, memoirs, autobiographies and features. 
They will understand the purpose and use of non-fiction writing and how the 
audience differs with each type of non-fiction writing. Once again students will 
be required to practice their skills taught in the first unit. As a culminating task 
students will be required to interview someone to create a human-interest 
piece or feature. 

Unit 3 – Poetry                                                                                               25 hours 
(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 
 

In this unit students will study the unique form and genre of different types of 
poetry. Poetry can also be found in many other avenues such as music, theatre 
and a variety of fictional writing. A closer look will be taken at literary devices 
that are often present in poetry as well as imagery in writing. Students will 
examine the way poetry transcends through different types of media and 
literature. As a final culminating assignment, students will create a poem based 
on their preferred poetic style and present it to the class along with a reflection 
of the poetic writing process.  
 
Unit 4 – Fiction                                                                                                25 hours 
(Online components: 17 hours; Offline components: 8 hours) 
 

Throughout the fiction unit, students will be exposed to a variety of fictional 
genres such as horror, teen, fantasy, science fiction, folktales/fairytales and 
mythology. At this time students will have a good understanding what non-
fiction and fiction writing is and be able to compare the two. Students will also 
study the genre of children’s books and as a culminating assignment for this 
unit, will be required to produce a short children’s book with illustrations that 
will be read to the class.  
 



Unit 5 – Writing Portfolio (Independent Study Project)                            10 hours 
(Online components: 7 hours; Offline components: 3 hours) 
 

For the final unit of this course, students will be required to create a portfolio of 
their writing covering the following three types; Non-Fiction, Poetry and Fiction. 
For each type the student is required two samples of writing along with a one 
page double spaced reflection for each piece. This project will be handed out at 
the start of the term and be due at the end of the term.  
 
Assessment and Evaluation 

The assessment techniques used in this course are diagnostic, formative, and 
summative.  Their purpose is to gauge prior knowledge, on-going learning, and 
the extent to which the instructional strategies have been successful in 
facilitating the acquisition of the skills described in the Ministry of Education’s 
curriculum expectations for each unit.  Assessment tools include but are not 
limited to: 
 
Group and individual presentations; essays and research reports; quizzes and 
written tests; self- / peer evaluation; student-teacher conferences; 
formal/informal teacher observation and on-going verbal feedback; oral 
presentations; role-plays; checklists; marking schemes; rating scales; rubrics; 
anecdotal comments; portfolio presentation; novel studies; visual essays, online 
posters, blogs and more. 
 
70 per cent of the grade will be based on formative assessments and 
evaluations conducted throughout the course. 
30 per cent of the grade will be based on a summative evaluation in the form of 
a final examination, performance, essay, or other type of culminating 
assignment which the teacher deems appropriate given the themes of the 
course. 
 
Tests                                                                 20 % 
Magazine and Major Assignments –      50 % 
Independent Study Unit                                              15 % 
Exam                                                                  15% 
 



Assessment For Learning (Growing Success) will implement the use of diagnostic 
assessments to determine the students’ readiness skills for the ensuing lessons 
and skills required.  Formative assessments will take place in an ongoing and 
frequent manner to assure students’ are acquiring and practicing skills. 
 
Assessment As Learning (Growing Success) will be monitored to ascertain that 
students’ are developing the ability to self-correct and to determine individual 
skills that are required for success and in determining individual learning styles. 
 
Assessment of Learning (Growing Success) will be done upon completion of the 
course to convey the success of the students’ achievement of the content and 
concepts learned. 
 
Teaching/Learning Strategies 

• Journaling 

• Brainstorming 

• Reflective journals 

• Process writing 

• Essays 

• Cooperative learning groups 

• Teacher read-alouds 

• Direct teaching/Socratic method 

• Graphic organizers 

• Think/pair/share 

• Worksheets 

• Viewing and responding to advertisements and videos 

• Questionnaires 

• Oral presentations 

• Internet searches 

• Independent and group research projects 

• Role playing 

• Self- and peer assessment 

• Dramatizations 

• Poetry study 

• Silent reading 

• Note-taking 



• Directed reading 

• Self- and peer editing 

• Report writing 

• Summarizing 

• Debating 
 

Resources 

 
"Contemporary Canadian poets." Canadian Poetry Online | University of Toronto 
 Libraries | Contemporary Canadian Poets. N.p., n.d. Web. 16 Jan. 2017. 
 
Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, 1947. 
 Print. 
 
Http://www.facebook.com/macleans. "For the record: A full transcript of Justin 
 Trudeau's speech." Macleans.ca. N.p., 20 Oct. 2015. Web. 16 Jan. 2017. 
 
"Myths and Legends." Text only version of Baba-Yaga and Vasilisa the Fair. N.p., n.d. 
Web. 16 Jan. 2017. 
 
"Myths and Legends." Text only version of Theseus and the Minotaur. N.p., n.d. Web. 16 
 Jan. 2017. 
 
"Speech Analysis: I Have a Dream – Martin Luther King Jr." Six Minutes. N.p., n.d. Web. 
 16 Jan. 2017. 
 
"Myths and Legends." Create your own Myths or Legends. N.p., n.d. Web. 16 Jan. 2017. 
 
Mozur, Paul. "Taiwan Families Receive Goodbye Letters Decades After 
 Executions." The New York Times. The New York Times, 03 Feb. 2016. Web. 16 
 Jan. 2017. 
 
Tazanet. "Martin Luther King, Jr. I Have A Dream Speech." YouTube. YouTube, 28 Aug. 
 2013. Web. 16 Jan. 2017. 

 
  

 


