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 Canadian Advanced Senior High 
 

Department:                                     Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
Course Development Date:           November 2017 
 
Course   Title:                                   LEADERSHIP IN A CHANGING SOCIETY 
 
Grade:                                                12 
 
Course  Type:                                    UNIVERSITY 
 
Ministry Course Code:                     IDC4U 
 
Credit Value:                                     1.0 
 
Hours:                                                 110 
 
Ministry Curriculum                        Careers, Ontario Ministry of Education, 2006 revised 
 
 Prerequisite:                                     Any University or University/College Credit 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will help students develop and consolidate the skills required for and 
knowledge of different subjects and disciplines to solve problems, make decisions, create 
personal meaning, and present findings beyond the scope of a single subject or discipline. 
Students will apply the principles and processes of inquiry and research to effectively use a 
range of print, electronic, and mass media resources; to analyse historical innovations and 
exemplary research; and to investigate real-life situations and career opportunities in 
interdisciplinary endeavours. They will also assess their own cognitive and affective 
strategies, apply general skills in both familiar and new contexts, create innovative 
products, and communicate new knowledge.  

Prerequisites: for IDC4U, any university or university/college preparation course; for 
IDP4U, the prerequisite for each of the courses in the package  
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INTRODUCTION OF LEADERSHIP IN A CHANGING SOCIETY 

This course combines the expectations for Interdisciplinary Studies, Grade 12 University 

preparation (IDC4U) with selected expectations from  Society and Change,12 University 

Preparation (HSB4U),  Leadership and Peer Support, Grade 11, Open (GPP3O) and Writer's 

Craft 12 University Preparation (EWC 4U), Drama 12 University Preparation (ADA4U), Media 

Studies 12 University Preparation(ASM4U) . 

This course examines belonging and identity by exploring an individual's sense of place, sense 

of self and sense of community in society. Students will engage in a range of experiential 

learning opportunities across the GTA as they discover their ever evolving identities and place 

within dynamic communities. Students will use comparative and systematic approaches to 

investigate and research significant themes in and philosophical questions raised by this 

evolving sense of identity. They will also examine the development of personal vs social 

identities as they make connections to others within and outside their own communities. 

Throughout the course students will have opportunities to make connections to professionals 

from a range of institutions and communities throughout the city. Students will be expected to 

apply their findings in the creation of literary works that reflect ideas, issues and themes 

examined and explored throughout the course. 

 

Units of Study may include: 

Course Work 70% Sense of Place 25 

Sense of Self 25 

Sense of Community 20 

Culminating and Exam 30% Culminating Collaborative Work + Reflection and Analysis 15 

Culminating Individual Product + Reflection and Analysis 15 

*Each unit will also examine strategies for developing writing skills 

 

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS 

Theory and Foundation  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the key ideas and issues related to each of the 
subjects or disciplines studied;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the different structures and organization of each of the 
subjects or disciplines studied;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the different perspectives and approaches used in 
each of the subjects or disciplines studied;  
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• demonstrate the skills and strategies used to develop interdisciplinary products and 
activities. 

 

Processes and Methods of Research  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• be able to plan for research, using a variety of strategies and technologies;  
• be able to access appropriate resources, using a variety of research strategies and 

technologies;  
• be able to process information, using a variety of research strategies and technologies;  
• be able to assess and extend their research skills to present their findings and solve 

problems. 
 

Implementation, Evaluation, Impacts, and Consequences  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• implement and communicate information about interdisciplinary endeavours, using a 
variety of methods and strategies;  

• evaluate the quality of interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of strategies;  
• analyse and describe the impact on society of interdisciplinary approaches and solutions 

to real-life situations; • 
• analyse and describe how interdisciplinary skills relate to personal development and 

careers. 
 

Assessment and Evaluation of Student Achievement 

Assessment for Learning (Growing Success) will use diagnostic assessments to determine the 

students’ readiness skills for the ensuing lessons and skills required.  Formative assessments 

will take place in an ongoing and frequent manner to assure students’ are acquiring and 

practicing skills. 

The method of assessment will be by paper and pencil, performance tasks and personal 

communication.  Some of the assessment and evaluation strategies will include the following: 

quiz, presentations, daily online forum reflections, in-class discussion, collage assignment, 

research projects, media presentations, and a culminating group project.  Rubrics that are 

based on the guidelines provided by the Ontario Ministry of Education will be used. 

Assessment as Learning (Growing Success) will be monitored to ascertain that students’ are 

developing the ability to self-correct and to determine individual skills that are required for 

success and in determining individual learning styles. 

Assessment of Learning (Growing Success) will be done upon completion of the course to 

convey the success of the students’ achievement of the content and concepts learned. 
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The assessment techniques used in this course are diagnostic, formative, and summative.  

Their purpose is to gauge prior knowledge, on-going learning, and the extent to which the 

instructional strategies have been successful in facilitating the acquisition of the skills 

described in the Ministry of Education’s curriculum expectations for each unit.  Assessment 

tools include but are not limited to: 

Individual and group presentations; essays and research reports; quizzes and tests; journals; 

positive self evaluation; student-teacher conferences; formal/informal teacher observation 

and on-going verbal feedback; checklists; marking schemes; rating scales; rubrics; anecdotal 

comments; portfolio presentation; blogging essays, videos and other social media, technology 

use and more. 

Students will be provided with multiple opportunities to demonstrate their understanding 

and use of skills over the four Strands of Achievement. Each student’s work will be assessed 

and /or evaluated in a balanced manner with respect to the four strands, and that 

achievement of each expectation is considered within the appropriate category. 

Term Mark Breakdown 

Each term will be based on: 

• Weekly Assignment completion 
• Classroom participation and observations 
• Daily online Forum Submissions 
• Classroom presentation and conversations 
• Completion of all assigned work 
 
 
Assessment and Evaluation of Student Achievement 
 
Refer to the achievement chart in the appendix  
(p52-53 The Ontario Curriculum Interdisciplinary Studies)  
 
A final grade is recorded for every course, and a credit is granted and recorded for every 
course in which the student’s grade is 50% or higher.  
 
The final grade for each course in Grades 9–12 will be determined as follows: 
 

A.) Seventy per cent of the grade will be based on evaluations conducted throughout the 
course. This portion of the grade should reflect the student’s most consistent level of 
achievement throughout the course, although special consideration should be given to 
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more recent evidence of achievement.  
(For a Detailed Breakdown see Below) 

 
B.) Thirty per cent of the grade will be based on a final evaluation in the form of a 

culminating activity, performance, essay, and/or other method of evaluation suitable 
to the course content and administered towards the end of the course.  
(For a Detailed Breakdown see Below) 

 
 

 

Outline of Course Content 

 

Unit One:  Sense of Place    35 hours 

(Online components: 24 hours; Offline components: 11 hours) 

 

Overall Expectations: 

By the end of this course, students will: 

Theory and Foundations 

• demonstrate an understanding of the key ideas and issues related Drama, Leadership, Sociology, 

Writer’s Craft and Media Studies;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the different structures and organization of each of the subjects or 

disciplines studied; Drama, Leadership, Sociology, Writer’s Craft and Media Studies 

• demonstrate an understanding of the different perspectives and approaches used in Drama, 

Leadership, Sociology, Writer’s Craft and Media Studies;  

• demonstrate the skills and strategies used to develop interdisciplinary products and activities. 

Processes and Methods of Research 
• be able to plan for research, using a variety of strategies and technologies;  

• be able to access appropriate resources, using a variety of research strategies and technologies;  

• be able to process information, using a variety of research strategies and technologies;  

• be able to assess and extend their research skills to present their findings and solve problems 

Implementation, Evaluation, Impacts and Consequences 
• implement and communicate information about interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of 

methods and strategies;  



 6 

• evaluate the quality of interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of strategies;  

• analyse and describe the impact on society of interdisciplinary approaches and solutions to real-life 

situations;  

• analyse and describe how interdisciplinary skills relate to personal development and careers.  

• implement and communicate information about interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of 

methods and strategies;  

• evaluate the quality of interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of strategies;  

• analyse and describe the impact on society of interdisciplinary approaches and solutions to real-life 

situations;  

• analyse and describe how interdisciplinary skills relate to personal development 

Specific Expectations by Strand: 
 
Theory and Foundations 

Ideas and Issues 

By the end of this course, students will: 
 

• describe and critically analyse the ways in which each of the related subjects or disciplines 

studied contributes to the understanding of key historical and contemporary issues in the 

interdisciplinary course (use research methodologies from sociology to develop an 

understanding of human relationships to a community throughout history, Express ideas using 

techniques from Drama, Media Studies and Writers craft to represent an understanding of the 

dynamic relationships of individuals and groups to a particular place, use strategies from 

leadership to communicate and share knowledge);  

• analyse and explain the importance of information and communication in past and 

contemporary societies (e.g., to preserve and advance knowledge, to develop trade and 

commerce, to organize and foster art and culture), and explain how this has impacted human 

relationships with places 

Structures and Organizations 

• analyse and describe ways in which an interdisciplinary studies approach questions 

assumptions about the structure and scope of the subjects or disciplines studied (e.g.,“Do all 

the disciplines studied (Drama, Media Studies, Writer’s Craft, Leadership, and Society) share 

common features and purposes?”,“In what ways do all areas of knowledge benefit from 

critical analysis“ “How does information technology relate to interdisciplinary way of 

knowing?”)  
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• assess the effectiveness of a wide variety of print and electronic forms used to identify, 

classify, organize, store, and retrieve information (e.g., community elders, community 

advocates, historical records reference materials, government documents and archives, 

scientific and academic journals, web directories);  

• describe the history and role of institutions and occupations that gather, organize, and store 

information (e.g., libraries and librarians, postsecondary institutions and researchers, 

museums and curators), and explain how they meet needs and challenges in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied. 

Perspectives and Approaches  

By the end of this course, students will:  

•  analyse and describe different approaches to perceiving “reality” in the subjects or disciplines 

studied (e.g., exploring a space from different lenses highlighting what would be interesting to 

someone studying each of the disciplines studied) 

• – analyse and describe the different perspectives of various disciplines on the same topic as 

exemplified in key interdisciplinary texts (e.g. the different perspectives someone from each 

discipline may have on a particular institution, monument or organization within the 

community) and explain how these diverse perspectives further the investigation of issues 

and the solving of problems;  

• – analyse and describe the interdisciplinary approaches used for inquiry and research in a 

number of specific endeavours (e.g., reflection and sketching in the arts,  observing, drafting 

and editing in writing; interviewing, demographic analysis and case study sociology) and 

critically analyse some of the common errors that characterize poor research (e.g., selective 

observation, overgeneralization, falsification of data, illogical reasoning, premature closure of 

inquiry); 

• – identify the historical development of the systems approach to solving problems and 

describe examples of how it has been successfully applied to solve problems in 

interdisciplinary endeavours (e.g., the application of systems models  physical, graphical, 

verbal, or other representations of a community– conceptual frameworks, filters, or theories 

used to interpret information;– diagrams that illustrate ways of identifying and solving 

problems found in different locations).  

Skills and Strategies  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the collaborative attitudes and skills that contribute to the 

researching and creating of interdisciplinary products and activities (e.g., the ability to 

encourage multiple perspectives on a place, to develop an understanding of the richness of 
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physical spaces and communities, to develop an appreciation of place as both a physical space 

and somewhere that evokes thoughts, feelings and ideas, to discover creative ways of 

expressing ideas using technology, creativity and written, oral, and kinesthetic expressions, to 

share knowledge, understanding and appreciation) 

•  demonstrate the ability to use linguistic devices (e.g., analogies and metaphors) and 

mathematical representations (e.g., symbolic language and graphs) to make connections 

among the subjects or disciplines studied;  

• critically analyse and demonstrate the ability to apply a variety of critical- and creative-

thinking strategies and models (e.g., conceptual frameworks; sequential thinking models; 

simulations; models proposed by leading interdisciplinary educators, such as Heidi Hayes 

Jacobs) to help develop innovative interdisciplinary products or activities (interactive 

community maps)  

• demonstrate an understanding of how to use a variety of information technologies to support 

interdisciplinary endeavours (e.g., online conferences and blogs to discuss activities, events 

and information,  advanced search engines to extend research, web-based exhibits to present 

multiple perspectives, productive use of social media platforms to share information and 

perspectives);  

Processes and Methods of Research 

Preparing for Research  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the purposes and types of research used in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by describing autobiographical writings of leading 

researchers in a variety of fields, by analysing the limitations of research in specific areas) and 

describe historical examples of effective research;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the skills and attitudes required for research in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by analysing the purpose and scope of research tasks; by 

adjusting questions, focus, and thesis throughout the research process to account for changing 

situations; by valuing collaborative inquiry models) and analyse the skills and attitudes 

evident in specific examples of effective research;  

• identify and describe the critical- and creative-thinking strategies that are effective at each 

stage of research in each of the subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by identifying the ways in 

which similar information and assumptions from different sources are analysed, checking 

results under variable conditions, investigating innovative sources of information, expanding 

the focus of investigation at strategic stages)  
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• formulate questions for a variety of purposes in interdisciplinary research (e.g., to develop a 

thesis and an argument, to challenge assumptions and biases, to find new relationships, to 

examine multiple perspectives) and compare the significance and effectiveness of the 

questions posed with those from specific examples of effective research.  

Accessing Resources  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• identify and describe the difference between real and virtual libraries (e.g., in terms of access 

to materials under copyright, the quality control of available information, format differences 

that affect readability and understanding of texts) and describe the impact of these 

differences for interdisciplinary research; 

•  identify and describe the principles used by the creators of databases, catalogues, and 

indexes to organize information for retrieval (e.g., uniform entry; specific entry; and the use of 

broader, related, and narrower terms) and apply this knowledge to locate relevant resources 

for interdisciplinary research, using a variety of search strategies and features 

•  locate relevant primary and secondary resources for interdisciplinary research, using a variety 

of print or electronic (online) reference materials, indexes, and databases (e.g., archives, 

interviews, papers and reports of conference proceedings, discipline specific indexes, indexed 

abstracts, maps) 

•  select relevant information within resources for interdisciplinary research, using a variety of 

reading and critical thinking strategies (e.g., relating information from a previously known or 

simpler context to information in a new or more complex context, comparing information 

from differing perspectives/disciplines to synthesize information in the construction of an 

interactive map).  

Processing Information  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• analyse and evaluate information from a variety of print, electronic, and mass media 

resources according to specific criteria, including the currency, comprehensiveness, and depth 

of the information (e.g.,“Are all sectors of the community represented in the map?” “Which 

perspectives are overlooked from the disciplines being studied?”) 

•  identify and critically analyse ideas, arguments, bias, and stereotyping found in resources, 

using a variety of strategies (e.g., analysing bias in an interviewee’s representation of the 

community,  conducting an Internet search to determine how representative interviews 

reflect the broader community);  
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•  record, sort, and organize information found in resources related to each of the subjects or 

disciplines studied, using a variety of forms and technologies (e.g., tables, concept mapping 

applications, narratives, diagrams, bibliographic applications) and identify gaps in information 

requiring further research;  

• record, sort, and organize sources of information in relevant footnotes, citations, endnotes, or 

bibliographies, using an accepted form of documentation (e.g the American Psychological 

Association (APA) for sociology or the Modern Language Association (MLA) for English);  

• synthesize findings from their interdisciplinary research, using a variety of strategies and 

technologies (e.g., combining the insights and solutions found in a variety of resources; using 

précis and abstracts to summarize information; finding relationships among census data on 

geographic, social, economic, and historical information, comparing perspective maps to 

identify areas of interest to multiple disciplines).  

Assessing and Extending Research 

By the end of this course, students will:  

• re-examine the comprehensiveness of their interdisciplinary research to update and modify 

their interdisciplinary products (e.g., formal essays, dramatic presentations, web pages with 

directories, maps, reflections, journals) in light of new findings and feedback;  

•  assess their effectiveness in generating new ideas in each of the subjects or disciplines 

studied as a result of their research (e.g.,“What new direction has my research on my  

community suggested about the particular area?”,“How can my research encourage others to 

explore my community?”);  

• develop and apply effective criteria for assessing the quality of their interdisciplinary research 

(e.g., identify how well their research supported multiple perspectives and inclusive solutions; 

test the accuracy of their data by identifying how well they understand the diversity 

represented in their communities);  

• identify possible topics and real-life applications for subsequent interdisciplinary research 

activities, and describe how the use of both traditional and innovative methods and 

approaches may lead to new findings or make contributions to society 

Implementation, Evaluation, Impacts and Consequences 
 
Implementation and Communication 

 By the end of this course, students will:  
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• create interdisciplinary products based on their own plans or designs, independently or as 

members of a team (e.g., a series of maps representing how different disciplines or 

perspectives would appreciate a geographic area);  

• demonstrate the ability to communicate and present information effectively, using a variety 

of methods and forms (e.g., interactive mapping, narratives, lists, multimedia presentations, 

parliamentary-style debates, formal essays); 

•  use a variety of technological strategies and applications effectively to create interdisciplinary 

products or activities (e.g., gather multiple perspectives about a community from diverse 

sources including primary sources, interviews, and experiential learning,  synthesize findings 

in a web-based presentation) and compare the advantages and disadvantages of using 

modern rather than traditional technologies;  

• explain how the manipulation of information (e.g., through the use of propaganda, bias, and 

stereotyping) affects society  

Evaluation  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• monitor the effectiveness of the plans for their interdisciplinary research, products, or 

activities, employing the strategies used by practitioners in different subjects and disciplines 

(e.g., the use of advice from experts, consultative meetings with mentors, planning, electronic 

time-management applications, and reviews by peers, mentors, and teachers); 

• evaluate the effectiveness of the collaborative strategies they used in planning and 

implementing interdisciplinary products and activities (e.g., by identifying how well they 

reached consensus, fostered the leadership potential of each member, sought advice from 

experts in the field, and shared responsibility and recognition);  

• demonstrate the ability to apply self assessment strategies to improve their interdisciplinary 

products and activities (e.g., by recording evidence of how their activities and projects 

developed, by diagnosing their learning strengths and styles, by developing metacognitive 

skills such as the ability to evaluate the efficiency of their learning).  

 Impacts 

By the end of this course, students will: 

• describe and critically analyse historical and contemporary examples of interdisciplinary 

products and activities that apply innovative approaches and solutions to a variety of real-life 

situations around the world (e.g. how have other interactive mappers used technology to 

bring life to the community and stimulate interest in visiting different places) 



 12 

• describe and critically analyse the contributions to society of leading practitioners who have 

engaged in interdisciplinary endeavours related to the subjects or disciplines studied and 

describe the potential impact of their work on future society (e.g., David Suzuki, biologist; 

Buckminster Fuller, futurist; Margaret Mead, anthropologist; Douglas Cardinal, architect); 

• plan, conduct, and present independent, interdisciplinary research, with particular reference 

to each of the subjects or disciplines studied, on the potential social, political, and economic 

impact of emerging information technologies (e.g., the impact of technology on leadership 

and performance).  

Personal and Career Development  

By the end of this course, students will: 

• demonstrate an understanding of significant interdisciplinary texts related to each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied and present personal reading plans that identify, classify, and 

describe texts appropriate for further study;  

• compare their personal information skills with those of leading practitioners in the subjects 

or disciplines studied (e.g., their ability to organize data from a variety of sources, to analyse 

an author’s suppositions and premises, or to choose appropriate technology for particular 

purposes) and identify those skills that require development if they are to achieve success in 

interdisciplinary studies;  

• research the importance of effective collaborative and communication skills in 

interdisciplinary careers related to the subjects or disciplines under study (e.g., in the 

validation and publication of scholarship in sociobiology, in the electronic sharing of data in 

paleopathology); 

• identify postsecondary training requirements for and potential employment opportunities in 

interdisciplinary fields related to the subjects or disciplines under study (e.g., by searching 

trade and professional publications, consulting university calendars, working with post-

secondary mentors, visiting college and university campuses or inviting guest speakers to 

class) and describe possible future trends and opportunities (e.g., futurist speculations). 

Unit Two:  Sense of Person                        40 hours 
(Online components: 28 hours; Offline components: 12 hours) 
 
Overall Expectations: 

By the end of this course, students will: 

Theory and Foundations 
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• demonstrate an understanding of the key ideas and issues related Drama, Leadership, Sociology, 

Writer’s Craft and Media Studies;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the different structures and organization of each of the subjects or 

disciplines studied; Drama, Leadership, Sociology, Writer’s Craft and Media Studies 

• demonstrate an understanding of the different perspectives and approaches used in Drama, 

Leadership, Sociology, Writer’s Craft and Media Studies;  

• demonstrate the skills and strategies used to develop interdisciplinary products and activities. 

Processes and Methods of Research 
• be able to plan for research, using a variety of strategies and technologies;  

• be able to access appropriate resources, using a variety of research strategies and technologies;  

• be able to process information, using a variety of research strategies and technologies;  

• be able to assess and extend their research skills to present their findings and solve problems 

Implementation, Evaluation, Impacts and Consequences 
• implement and communicate information about interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of 

methods and strategies;  

• evaluate the quality of interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of strategies;  

• analyse and describe the impact on society of interdisciplinary approaches and solutions to real-life 

situations;  

• analyse and describe how interdisciplinary skills relate to personal development and careers.  

• implement and communicate information about interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of 

methods and strategies;  

• evaluate the quality of interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of strategies;  

• analyse and describe the impact on society of interdisciplinary approaches and solutions to real-life 

situations;  

• analyse and describe how interdisciplinary skills relate to personal development 

 
Specific Expectations by Strand: 
 
Theory and Foundations 

Ideas and Issues 
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By the end of this course, students will: 
 

• describe and critically analyse the ways in which each of the related subjects or disciplines 

studied contributes to the understanding of key historical and contemporary issues in the 

interdisciplinary course (use research methodologies from sociology to develop an 

understanding of human concepts of identity throughout history, Express ideas using 

techniques from Drama, Media Studies and Writers craft to represent an understanding of the 

development of personality and relationships, use strategies from leadership to communicate 

and share knowledge);  

• analyse and explain the importance of information and communication in past and 

contemporary societies (e.g., to preserve and advance knowledge, to develop trade and 

commerce, to organize and foster art and culture), and explain how this has impacted human 

relationships with places 

Structures and Organizations 

• analyse and describe ways in which an interdisciplinary studies approach questions 

assumptions about the structure and scope of the subjects or disciplines studied (e.g.,“Do all 

the disciplines studied (Drama, Media Studies, Writer’s Craft, Leadership, and Society) share 

common features and purposes?”,“In what ways do all areas of knowledge benefit from 

critical analysis“ “How does information technology relate to interdisciplinary way of 

knowing?”)  

• assess the effectiveness of a wide variety of print and electronic forms used to identify, 

classify, organize, store, and retrieve information (e.g., community elders, relatives, 

community advocates, historical records reference materials, government documents and 

archives, scientific and academic journals, web directories);  

• describe the history and role of institutions and occupations that gather, organize, and store 

information (e.g., libraries and librarians, postsecondary institutions and researchers, 

museums and curators), and explain how they meet needs and challenges in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied. 

Perspectives and Approaches  

By the end of this course, students will:  

•  analyse and describe different approaches to perceiving “reality” in the subjects or disciplines 

studied (e.g., exploring different theories on personality development and the influence of 

context/nurture to shape an individual’s identity, exploring representations of character in 

drama, developing an understanding of how media shapes personality development) 

• – analyse and describe the different perspectives of various disciplines on the same topic as 

exemplified in key interdisciplinary texts (e.g. the different perspectives someone from each 
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discipline may have on personality, mindfulness, compassion, identity, self)and explain how 

these diverse perspectives further the investigation of issues and the solving of problems;  

• – analyse and describe the interdisciplinary approaches used for inquiry and research in a 

number of specific endeavours (e.g., reflection and sketching in the arts,  observing, drafting 

and editing in writing; interviewing, demographic analysis and case study sociology) and 

critically analyse some of the common errors that characterize poor research (e.g., selective 

observation, overgeneralization, falsification of data, illogical reasoning, premature closure of 

inquiry); 

• – identify the historical development of the systems approach to solving problems and 

describe examples of how it has been successfully applied to solve problems in 

interdisciplinary endeavours (e.g., the application of systems models  physical, graphical, 

verbal, or other representations of a identity and self– conceptual frameworks, filters, or 

theories used to interpret information;– diagrams that illustrate ways of identifying and 

solving problems found in understanding self and identity).  

Skills and Strategies  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the collaborative attitudes and skills that contribute to the 

researching and creating of interdisciplinary products and activities (e.g., the ability to 

encourage multiple perspectives of self and personality development, to develop an 

understanding of the richness individuals, to develop an appreciation of identity and how 

context shapes the development of an individual including their values, feelings and ideas, to 

discover creative ways of expressing ideas using technology, creativity and written, oral, and 

kinesthetic expressions, to share knowledge, understanding and appreciation) 

•  demonstrate the ability to use linguistic devices (e.g., analogies and metaphors) and 

mathematical representations (e.g., symbolic language and graphs) to make connections 

among the subjects or disciplines studied;  

• critically analyse and demonstrate the ability to apply a variety of critical- and creative-

thinking strategies and models (e.g., conceptual frameworks; sequential thinking models; 

simulations; models proposed by leading interdisciplinary educators, such as Heidi Hayes 

Jacobs) to help develop innovative interdisciplinary products or activities (interviews and 

narratives)  

• demonstrate an understanding of how to use a variety of information technologies to support 

interdisciplinary endeavours (e.g., online conferences and blogs to discuss activities, events 

and information,  advanced search engines to extend research, web-based exhibits to present 

multiple perspectives, productive use of social media platforms to share information and 

perspectives);  
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Processes and Methods of Research 

Preparing for Research  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the purposes and types of research used in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by describing autobiographical writings of leading 

researchers in a variety of fields, by analysing the limitations of research in specific areas) and 

describe historical examples of effective research;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the skills and attitudes required for research in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by analysing the purpose and scope of research tasks; by 

adjusting questions, focus, and thesis throughout the research process to account for changing 

situations; by valuing collaborative inquiry models) and analyse the skills and attitudes 

evident in specific examples of effective research;  

• identify and describe the critical- and creative-thinking strategies that are effective at each 

stage of research in each of the subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by identifying the ways in 

which similar information and assumptions from different sources are analysed, checking 

results under variable conditions, investigating innovative sources of information, expanding 

the focus of investigation at strategic stages)  

• formulate questions for a variety of purposes in interdisciplinary research (e.g., to develop a 

thesis and an argument, to challenge assumptions and biases, to find new relationships, to 

examine multiple perspectives) and compare the significance and effectiveness of the 

questions posed with those from specific examples of effective research.  

Accessing Resources  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• identify and describe the difference between real and virtual libraries (e.g., in terms of access 

to materials under copyright, the quality control of available information, format differences 

that affect readability and understanding of texts) and describe the impact of these 

differences for interdisciplinary research; 

•  identify and describe the principles used by the creators of databases, catalogues, and 

indexes to organize information for retrieval (e.g., uniform entry; specific entry; and the use of 

broader, related, and narrower terms) and apply this knowledge to locate relevant resources 

for interdisciplinary research, using a variety of search strategies and features 

•  locate relevant primary and secondary resources for interdisciplinary research, using a variety 

of print or electronic (online) reference materials, indexes, and databases (e.g., archives, 
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interviews, papers and reports of conference proceedings, discipline specific indexes, indexed 

abstracts, maps) 

•  select relevant information within resources for interdisciplinary research, using a variety of 

reading and critical thinking strategies (e.g., relating information from a previously known or 

simpler context to information in a new or more complex context, comparing information 

from differing perspectives/disciplines to synthesize information in the construction of 

narratives and reflections).  

Processing Information  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• analyse and evaluate information from a variety of print, electronic, and mass media 

resources according to specific criteria, including the currency, comprehensiveness, and depth 

of the information (e.g.,“Are aspects of context considered?” “Which elements of context are 

overlooked from the disciplines being studied?”) 

•  identify and critically analyse ideas, arguments, bias, and stereotyping found in resources, 

using a variety of strategies (e.g., analysing bias in an interviewee’s representation of their 

challenges and accomplishments,  conducting an Internet search to determine how 

representative interviews reflect the broader influence of context on the development of 

self);  

•  record, sort, and organize information found in resources related to each of the subjects or 

disciplines studied, using a variety of forms and technologies (e.g., tables, concept mapping 

applications, narratives, diagrams, bibliographic applications) and identify gaps in information 

requiring further research;  

• record, sort, and organize sources of information in relevant footnotes, citations, endnotes, or 

bibliographies, using an accepted form of documentation (e.g the American Psychological 

Association (APA) for sociology or the Modern Language Association (MLA) for English);  

• synthesize findings from their interdisciplinary research, using a variety of strategies and 

technologies (e.g., combining the insights and solutions found in a variety of resources; using 

précis and abstracts to summarize information; finding relationships among interviewees).  

Assessing and Extending Research 

By the end of this course, students will:  

• re-examine the comprehensiveness of their interdisciplinary research to update and modify 

their interdisciplinary products (e.g., formal essays, dramatic presentations, web pages with 

directories, maps, reflections, journals) in light of new findings and feedback;  
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•  assess their effectiveness in generating new ideas in each of the subjects or disciplines 

studied as a result of their research (e.g.,“What new direction has my research my  context 

and that of others suggested about the sociological factors that influence the development of 

a sense of slef?”,“How can my research encourage others to understand their personalities 

and how these have been shaped by context and experience?”);  

• develop and apply effective criteria for assessing the quality of their interdisciplinary research 

(e.g., identify how well their research supported multiple perspectives and inclusive solutions; 

test the accuracy of their data by identifying how well they understand the diversity 

represented in their contexts);  

• identify possible topics and real-life applications for subsequent interdisciplinary research 

activities, and describe how the use of both traditional and innovative methods and 

approaches may lead to new findings or make contributions to society 

Implementation, Evaluation, Impacts and Consequences 
 

Implementation and Communication 

 By the end of this course, students will:  

• create interdisciplinary products based on their own plans or designs, independently or as 

members of a team (e.g. narratives and a series of interviews to explore the ways challenges 

can shape an individual as well as how context shapes personality development);  

• demonstrate the ability to communicate and present information effectively, using a variety 

of methods and forms (e.g., interactive mapping, narratives, blogs, interviews, social media 

campaigns, lists, multimedia presentations, parliamentary-style debates, formal essays); 

•  use a variety of technological strategies and applications effectively to create interdisciplinary 

products or activities (e.g., gather multiple perspectives about personality development from 

diverse sources including primary sources, interviews, and experiential learning,  synthesize 

findings in a web-based presentation) and compare the advantages and disadvantages of 

using modern rather than traditional technologies;  

• explain how the manipulation of information (e.g., through the use of propaganda, bias, and 

stereotyping) affects society  

Evaluation  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• monitor the effectiveness of the plans for their interdisciplinary research, products, or 

activities, employing the strategies used by practitioners in different subjects and disciplines 
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(e.g., the use of advice from experts, consultative meetings with mentors, planning, electronic 

time-management applications, and reviews by peers, mentors, and teachers); 

• evaluate the effectiveness of the collaborative strategies they used in planning and 

implementing interdisciplinary products and activities (e.g., by identifying how well they 

reached consensus, fostered the leadership potential of each member, sought advice from 

experts in the field, and shared responsibility and recognition);  

• demonstrate the ability to apply self assessment strategies to improve their interdisciplinary 

products and activities (e.g., by recording evidence of how their activities and projects 

developed, by diagnosing their learning strengths and styles, by developing metacognitive 

skills such as the ability to evaluate the efficiency of their learning).  

 Impacts 

By the end of this course, students will: 

• describe and critically analyse historical and contemporary examples of interdisciplinary 

products and activities that apply innovative approaches and solutions to a variety of real-life 

situations around the world (e.g. how have other theorists and speakers used context and 

challenges to bring life to develop more dynamic understandings of personality and self  

develpment) 

• describe and critically analyse the contributions to society of leading practitioners who have 

engaged in interdisciplinary endeavours related to the subjects or disciplines studied and 

describe the potential impact of their work on future society (e.g., David Suzuki, biologist; 

Buckminster Fuller, futurist; Margaret Mead, anthropologist; Douglas Cardinal, architect); 

• research, analyse, and describe the personal and social impacts of the information elated 

work of famous individuals 

• plan, conduct, and present independent, interdisciplinary research, with particular reference 

to each of the subjects or disciplines studied, on the potential social, political, and economic 

impact of emerging information technologies (e.g., the impact of technology on leadership 

and performance).  

Personal and Career Development  

By the end of this course, students will: 

• demonstrate an understanding of significant interdisciplinary texts related to each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied and present personal reading plans that identify, classify, and 

describe texts appropriate for further study;  

• compare their personal information skills with those of leading practitioners in the subjects 

or disciplines studied (e.g., their ability to organize data from a variety of sources, to analyse 
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an author’s suppositions and premises, or to choose appropriate technology for particular 

purposes) and identify those skills that require development if they are to achieve success in 

interdisciplinary studies;  

• research the importance of effective collaborative and communication skills in 

interdisciplinary careers related to the subjects or disciplines under study (e.g., in the 

validation and publication of scholarship in sociobiology, in the electronic sharing of data in 

paleopathology); 

• identify postsecondary training requirements for and potential employment opportunities in 

interdisciplinary fields related to the subjects or disciplines under study (e.g., by searching 

trade and professional publications, consulting university calendars, working with post-

secondary mentors, visiting college and university campuses or inviting guest speakers to 

class) and describe possible future trends and opportunities (e.g., futurist speculations). 

 

Unit Three:  Sense of Community                  35 hours 

(Online components: 24 hours; Offline components: 11 hours) 

 

Overall Expectations: 

By the end of this course, students will: 

Theory and Foundations 

• demonstrate an understanding of the key ideas and issues related Drama, Leadership, Sociology, 

Writer’s Craft and Media Studies;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the different structures and organization of each of the subjects or 

disciplines studied; Drama, Leadership, Sociology, Writer’s Craft and Media Studies 

• demonstrate an understanding of the different perspectives and approaches used in Drama, 

Leadership, Sociology, Writer’s Craft and Media Studies;  

• demonstrate the skills and strategies used to develop interdisciplinary products and activities. 

Processes and Methods of Research 
• be able to plan for research, using a variety of strategies and technologies;  

• be able to access appropriate resources, using a variety of research strategies and technologies;  

• be able to process information, using a variety of research strategies and technologies;  
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• be able to assess and extend their research skills to present their findings and solve problems 

Implementation, Evaluation, Impacts and Consequences 
• implement and communicate information about interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of 

methods and strategies;  

• evaluate the quality of interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of strategies;  

• analyse and describe the impact on society of interdisciplinary approaches and solutions to real-life 

situations;  

• analyse and describe how interdisciplinary skills relate to personal development and careers.  

• implement and communicate information about interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of 

methods and strategies;  

• evaluate the quality of interdisciplinary endeavours, using a variety of strategies;  

• analyse and describe the impact on society of interdisciplinary approaches and solutions to real-life 

situations;  

• analyse and describe how interdisciplinary skills relate to personal development 

Specific Expectations by Strand: 
 
Theory and Foundations 

Ideas and Issues 

By the end of this course, students will: 
 

• describe and critically analyse the ways in which each of the related subjects or disciplines 

studied contributes to the understanding of key historical and contemporary issues in the 

interdisciplinary course (use research methodologies from sociology to develop an 

understanding of human relationships to a community throughout history, Express ideas using 

techniques from Drama, Media Studies and Writers craft to represent an understanding of the 

dynamic relationships of individuals and groups to a particular place, use strategies from 

leadership to communicate and share knowledge);  

• analyse and explain the importance of information and communication in past and 

contemporary societies (e.g., to preserve and advance knowledge, to develop trade and 

commerce, to organize and foster art and culture), and explain how this has impacted human 

relationships with places 

Structures and Organizations 
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• analyse and describe ways in which an interdisciplinary studies approach questions 

assumptions about the structure and scope of the subjects or disciplines studied (e.g.,“Do all 

the disciplines studied (Drama, Media Studies, Writer’s Craft, Leadership, and Society) share 

common features and purposes?”,“In what ways do all areas of knowledge benefit from 

critical analysis“ “How does information technology relate to interdisciplinary way of 

knowing?”)  

• assess the effectiveness of a wide variety of print and electronic forms used to identify, 

classify, organize, store, and retrieve information (e.g., community elders, community 

advocates, historical records reference materials, government documents and archives, 

scientific and academic journals, web directories);  

• describe the history and role of institutions and occupations that gather, organize, and store 

information (e.g., libraries and librarians, postsecondary institutions and researchers, 

museums and curators), and explain how they meet needs and challenges in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied. 

Perspectives and Approaches  

By the end of this course, students will:  

•  analyse and describe different approaches to perceiving “reality” in the subjects or disciplines 

studied (e.g., exploring a community, both the physical and social dimensions, from different 

lenses highlighting what would be interesting to someone studying each of the disciplines 

studied) 

• analyse and describe the different perspectives of various disciplines on the same topic as 

exemplified in key interdisciplinary texts (e.g. the different perspectives someone from each 

discipline may have on a particular institution, movements or organization within the 

community) and explain how these diverse perspectives further the investigation of issues 

and the solving of problems;  

• analyse and describe the interdisciplinary approaches used for inquiry and research in a 

number of specific endeavours (e.g., reflection and sketching in the arts,  observing, drafting 

and editing in writing; interviewing, demographic analysis and case study sociology) and 

critically analyse some of the common errors that characterize poor research (e.g., selective 

observation, overgeneralization, falsification of data, illogical reasoning, premature closure of 

inquiry); 

• identify the historical development of the systems approach to solving problems and describe 

examples of how it has been successfully applied to solve problems in interdisciplinary 

endeavours (e.g., the application of systems models- physical, graphical, verbal, or other 

representations of a community– conceptual frameworks, filters, or theories used to interpret 
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information;– diagrams that illustrate ways of identifying and solving problems found in 

different locations).  

Skills and Strategies  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the collaborative attitudes and skills that contribute to the 

researching and creating of interdisciplinary products and activities (e.g., the ability to 

encourage multiple perspectives on a community, to develop an understanding of the richness 

of physical spaces and people with in a community, to develop an appreciation of community 

as representing a dynamic connection between a physical space and the people that live 

within the space, considering how communities evoke thoughts, feelings and ideas, to 

discover creative ways of expressing ideas using technology, creativity and written, oral, and 

kinesthetic expressions, to share knowledge, understanding and appreciation) 

•  demonstrate the ability to use linguistic devices (e.g., analogies and metaphors) and 

mathematical representations (e.g., symbolic language and graphs) to make connections 

among the subjects or disciplines studied;  

• critically analyse and demonstrate the ability to apply a variety of critical- and creative-

thinking strategies and models (e.g., conceptual frameworks; sequential thinking models; 

simulations; models proposed by leading interdisciplinary educators, such as Heidi Hayes 

Jacobs) to help develop innovative interdisciplinary products or activities (interactive 

community maps)  

• demonstrate an understanding of how to use a variety of information technologies to support 

interdisciplinary endeavours (e.g., online conferences and blogs to discuss activities, events 

and information,  advanced search engines to extend research, web-based exhibits to present 

multiple perspectives, productive use of social media platforms to share information and 

perspectives);  

Processes and Methods of Research 

Preparing for Research  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• demonstrate an understanding of the purposes and types of research used in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by describing autobiographical writings of leading 

researchers in a variety of fields, by analysing the limitations of research in specific areas) and 

describe historical examples of effective research;  

• demonstrate an understanding of the skills and attitudes required for research in each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by analysing the purpose and scope of research tasks; by 
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adjusting questions, focus, and thesis throughout the research process to account for changing 

situations; by valuing collaborative inquiry models) and analyse the skills and attitudes 

evident in specific examples of effective research;  

• identify and describe the critical- and creative-thinking strategies that are effective at each 

stage of research in each of the subjects or disciplines studied (e.g., by identifying the ways in 

which similar information and assumptions from different sources are analysed, checking 

results under variable conditions, investigating innovative sources of information, expanding 

the focus of investigation at strategic stages)  

• formulate questions for a variety of purposes in interdisciplinary research (e.g., to develop a 

thesis and an argument, to challenge assumptions and biases, to find new relationships, to 

examine multiple perspectives) and compare the significance and effectiveness of the 

questions posed with those from specific examples of effective research.  

Accessing Resources  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• identify and describe the difference between real and virtual libraries (e.g., in terms of access 

to materials under copyright, the quality control of available information, format differences 

that affect readability and understanding of texts) and describe the impact of these 

differences for interdisciplinary research; 

•  identify and describe the principles used by the creators of databases, catalogues, and 

indexes to organize information for retrieval (e.g., uniform entry; specific entry; and the use of 

broader, related, and narrower terms) and apply this knowledge to locate relevant resources 

for interdisciplinary research, using a variety of search strategies and features 

•  locate relevant primary and secondary resources for interdisciplinary research, using a variety 

of print or electronic (online) reference materials, indexes, and databases (e.g., archives, 

interviews, papers and reports of conference proceedings, discipline specific indexes, indexed 

abstracts, maps) 

•  select relevant information within resources for interdisciplinary research, using a variety of 

reading and critical thinking strategies (e.g., relating information from a previously known or 

simpler context to information in a new or more complex context, comparing information 

from differing perspectives/disciplines to synthesize information in the construction a 

community).  

Processing Information  

By the end of this course, students will:  
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• analyse and evaluate information from a variety of print, electronic, and mass media 

resources according to specific criteria, including the currency, comprehensiveness, and depth 

of the information (e.g.,“Are all members of the community represented in the 

event/campaign planned?” “Which perspectives are overlooked from the disciplines being 

studied?”) 

•  identify and critically analyse ideas, arguments, bias, and stereotyping found in resources, 

using a variety of strategies (e.g., analysing bias in an interviewee’s representation of the 

community and issues related to the community,  conducting an Internet search to determine 

how other organizations are dealing with the issue selected);  

•  record, sort, and organize information found in resources related to each of the subjects or 

disciplines studied, using a variety of forms and technologies (e.g., tables, concept mapping 

applications, narratives, diagrams, bibliographic applications, posters, social media campaigns, 

event planning) and identify gaps in information requiring further research;  

• record, sort, and organize sources of information in relevant footnotes, citations, endnotes, or 

bibliographies, using an accepted form of documentation (e.g the American Psychological 

Association (APA) for sociology or the Modern Language Association (MLA) for English);  

• synthesize findings from their interdisciplinary research, using a variety of strategies and 

technologies (e.g., combining the insights and solutions found in a variety of resources; using 

précis and abstracts to summarize information; finding relationships among census data on 

geographic, social, economic, and historical information, consulting with community 

organizations to determine feasibility of event planned).  

Assessing and Extending Research 

By the end of this course, students will:  

• re-examine the comprehensiveness of their interdisciplinary research to update and modify 

their interdisciplinary products (e.g., formal essays, dramatic presentations, web pages with 

directories, maps, reflections, journals, posters, social media campaigns, event plans) in light 

of new findings and feedback;  

•  assess their effectiveness in generating new ideas in each of the subjects or disciplines 

studied as a result of their research (e.g.,“What new direction has my research on my  

community and their issues and needs suggested about the particular area?”,“How can my 

research encourage others to become community advocates?”);  

• develop and apply effective criteria for assessing the quality of their interdisciplinary research 

(e.g., identify how well their research supported multiple perspectives and inclusive solutions; 

test the accuracy of their data by identifying how well they understand the diversity 

represented in their communities);  
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• identify possible topics and real-life applications for subsequent interdisciplinary research 

activities, and describe how the use of both traditional and innovative methods and 

approaches may lead to new findings or make contributions to society 

Implementation, Evaluation, Impacts and Consequences 
Implementation and Communication 

 By the end of this course, students will:  

• create interdisciplinary products based on their own plans or designs, independently or as 

members of a team (e.g., event planning and awareness campaign development as well as the 

development of an elevator pitch);  

• demonstrate the ability to communicate and present information effectively, using a variety 

of methods and forms (e.g., social media advertising, merchandise marketing, event 

promotion and planning, multimedia presentations, parliamentary-style debates, formal 

essays); 

•  use a variety of technological strategies and applications effectively to create interdisciplinary 

products or activities (e.g., gather multiple perspectives about a community’s needs from 

diverse sources including primary sources, interviews, and experiential learning,  synthesize 

findings in a web-based presentation) and compare the advantages and disadvantages of 

using modern rather than traditional technologies;  

• explain how the manipulation of information (e.g., through the use of propaganda, bias, and 

stereotyping) affects society  

Evaluation  

By the end of this course, students will:  

• monitor the effectiveness of the plans for their interdisciplinary research, products, or 

activities, employing the strategies used by practitioners in different subjects and disciplines 

(e.g., the use of advice from experts, consultative meetings with mentors, planning, electronic 

time-management applications, and reviews by peers, mentors, and teachers); 

• evaluate the effectiveness of the collaborative strategies they used in planning and 

implementing interdisciplinary products and activities (e.g., by identifying how well they 

reached consensus, fostered the leadership potential of each member, sought advice from 

experts in the field, and shared responsibility and recognition);  

• demonstrate the ability to apply self assessment strategies to improve their interdisciplinary 

products and activities (e.g., by recording evidence of how their activities and projects 

developed, by diagnosing their learning strengths and styles, by developing metacognitive 

skills such as the ability to evaluate the efficiency of their learning).  
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 Impacts 

By the end of this course, students will: 

• describe and critically analyse historical and contemporary examples of interdisciplinary 

products and activities that apply innovative approaches and solutions to a variety of real-life 

situations around the world (e.g. how have other activists and organizations used technology 

to bring life and awareness to a cause and stimulate interest in diverse communities to 

support a cause) 

• describe and critically analyse the contributions to society of leading practitioners who have 

engaged in interdisciplinary endeavours related to the subjects or disciplines studied and 

describe the potential impact of their work on future society (e.g., David Suzuki, biologist; 

Buckminster Fuller, futurist; Margaret Mead, anthropologist; Douglas Cardinal, architect); 

• plan, conduct, and present independent, interdisciplinary research, with particular reference 

to each of the subjects or disciplines studied, on the potential social, political, and economic 

impact of emerging information technologies (e.g., the impact of technology on leadership 

and performance).  

Personal and Career Development  

By the end of this course, students will: 

• demonstrate an understanding of significant interdisciplinary texts related to each of the 

subjects or disciplines studied and present personal reading plans that identify, classify, and 

describe texts appropriate for further study;  

• compare their personal information skills with those of leading practitioners in the subjects 

or disciplines studied (e.g., their ability to organize data from a variety of sources, to analyse 

an author’s suppositions and premises, or to choose appropriate technology for particular 

purposes) and identify those skills that require development if they are to achieve success in 

interdisciplinary studies;  

• research the importance of effective collaborative and communication skills in 

interdisciplinary careers related to the subjects or disciplines under study (e.g., in the 

validation and publication of scholarship in sociology, in the electronic sharing of data in 

paleopathology); 

• identify postsecondary training requirements for and potential employment opportunities in 

interdisciplinary fields related to the subjects or disciplines under study (e.g., by searching 

trade and professional publications, consulting university calendars, working with post-

secondary mentors, visiting college and university campuses or inviting guest speakers to 

class) and describe possible future trends and opportunities (e.g., futurist speculations). 
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Teaching/Learning Strategies 

 

• Positive class discussions 

• Brainstorming 

• Blogging and other social media  

• Reflective journals 

• Process writing 

• Essays 

• Portfolio compilation 

• Direct teaching/Socratic method 

• Graphic organizers 

• Worksheets 

• Oral presentations 

• Internet searches 

• Independent research projects 

• Graph analysis 

• Silent reading 

• Note-taking 

• Directed reading 

• Report writing 

• Summarizing 

Resources/Activities 

Ministry of Education, The Ontario Curriculum, Guidance and Career Education, Leadership 

and Peer Support, Grade 11, Open (GPP3O), Queen’s Printer for Ontario, Toronto, 2006 

Kingwell, Mark, The World We Want, Viking, 2000 

Kaba-Zinn, Jon, Full Catastrophe Living, Random House New York, 2005 

McKnight, John L. and Kretzmann, John P., Building Communities for the Inside Out, ACTA 

Publication, 1993 

Fine, Nic and MacBeth, Fiona, Playing With Fire, New Society Publishers, 1995 

Richardson, Alan, Moving Forward, Trinity Studio, 2012 

http://www.mindtools.com 

http://www.mindtools.com/
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http://theselfesteemblog.com 

http://www.queendom.com 

http://www.howardgardner.com/MI/mi.html 
 
 
Activity Breakdown 

Culminating Activity 

Part 1: Amazing Race Pitch  Participants create a “pitch” for their group’s Amazing Race, in an 

attempt to convince their fellow classmates to choose their Amazing Race for the final class 

day’s activity. Students must use a variety of media and creative methods of presentation to 

encourage their colleagues to vote for them. The goal is for the students to demonstrate their 

ability to work collaboratively by communicating their ideas and activities of the amazing race 

as a team. This activity illustrates the student’s knowledge and understanding of group 

communication and how well they can harness interest and excitement from their colleagues. 

 

Part 2:  Creating the Amazing Race   Throughout the course, participants take part in producing 
an Amazing Race of their communities which centre on the driving concepts explored in each of 
the 4 units: Sense of Place, Sense of Person, Sense of Community and Compassion in Diversity.  
The goal is to collectively synthesize all they have learned, and demonstrate the level of skills 
developed by applying them to a creative and interactive activity in real time and space. 
 
Part 3:  Reflection Upon completion of the amazing race and testing out other races, students 

will write a metacognitive piece to identify what you have learned about themselves and their 
community/neighborhood though the creation of your Amazing Race as well as the course as a 
whole 
 

http://theselfesteemblog.com/
http://www.queendom.com/
http://www.howardgardner.com/MI/mi.html

